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Banford Quett, master criminologist of
the world, finds thai In hrlnglnn to Justice
Macdougal, the murderer of Lord 's

daughter, ha hna but Just hegun
a. Ufeand-deut- h struggle with a mvsterl-ou- s

master criminal. In a hidden hut In
Profcsser Ashlelgh's garden he has eeen
an anthropoid ape skeleton and a Hvlns
Inhuman creature, half monkey, half man,
destroyed by fire. In his rooms hae

from nowhere black boxes con-
taining sarcastic, threatening notes, signed
by a pair of armless hands. Laura and
Lonora, his assistants, suspect Craig, the
professor's servant, of a double murder.
The black boxes continue to appear In
uncanny fashion Craig Is trapped by
Quest, but escapes to England where
Quest, Lenora and the professor follow
him. Lord Aehlelgh is murdered by the
Hands. Lenora Is abducted In London
and rescued. Craig Is captured and

to Port Said, where Quest and his
party also go, and bejond Into the desert.

ELEVENTH
IN THE DESERT.
CHAPTER XXIII.

was the first the next
to open his eyes, to

his way through the tent
and stand for a mo-

ment alone, watchlne tho alabaster
skies. Away eastward, the faint curve
of the blood-re- d sun seemed to be rising
out of tho limitless sea of sand. The
light around him was pearly, almost
opalescent, fading eastward Into pink.
The shadows had passed away. Though
tha Bands were still hot beneath his foet,
tha silent air was dellclouslv cool Ho
turned lazily around, meaning to sum-
mon the Arab who Had volunteered
to take Hassan's place. His arms he
had been In the act of stretching fell
to his sides. Ho stared at the spot
where the camnls had been tethered,

There vvoro no camels,
no drivers, no Arabs. There was not
a eoul nor an object In sight oxcopt the

body of Hassan, which they hadStark half out of sight behind a slight
knoll. High ud In the sky above were
two little black specks, wheeling lower
and lower. Quest shivered as ho sud-
denly realized that for tho first time In
hfs Ufa he was looking upon 1. w Inged
ghouls of tho desert. Lower and lower
thav came. He turned away with a

'shiver.
The professor was still sleeping when

Quest the tent. He woke him
ud and beckoned him to come outside.

"Dear mel" the former exclaimed,
genially, as he adjusted his glasses, "I
nm not sure that my toilet however,
tha young ladles. I Imagine, aro not vet
astir. Tou did well to call me, Quest
This Is tho rose dawn of Egypt. I have
watched It from solitudes such as you
have never dreamed of After all, we aro
here soarcelv past tho outskirts of
civilization."

"You'll find we are far enough'"
'Quest remarked, grimly. "What do
you make of this, professor?"

He pointed to the little sandy knoll
with Its sparse covering of gress, dc- -
aerted with scarcelv a sign, even, that

"It had been the resting place of the llt- -
,tle caravan Tho professor gave vent
'to n little exclamation

"Our culdes"' he demanded "And the
camels' What has become of them""

"I woke you up to ask jou that ques-
tion," uest replied, 'but 1 guess It's pietty
obvious. .We might have baveu the
money we cave for those rifles In Port
Bald."

The professor hurried off toward the J

spot where tho encampment nan u, en
made. Suddenly he stood still and
pointed with his finger In tho clcaier.
almost crystalline light of the coming
day, thev saw the track of tho ennu Is
in one long, unbroken line stretching
awav northwnrds.

"No river near, where thev could have
-- gone to water the enmcls, or an thing
of that sort, I suppose 9' Quest asked" The professor smiled

".Vothlnc nearer than a little stream
you mav have heard of in the daj s
when you studied geography," he ob-
served, derisively "tho Nile I never
liked the look of those fellows, Quest.
They sat and talked and crooned to-
gether after Hassan death I felt that
they were up to some m.scliief "

He glanced around a little helplessl
Quest took a cigar from his caec and
lit It.

"To think that an old campaigner like
I am,' tie profe-o- r ontmued In a
tone of abasement, should In. place 1 in
a position like this' There have been
times w hen for weeks together I have
slept liteiallv with inj llnser upon Him
trigger of mv rule, when I have laid
warning traps In c aso the natives tned
to desrrt In the night I have snhad oui pack ponies hobbled. I hnve
learned the seeiet of no end of rirvl.e?
And here, with a shifty lot of i il,- -

Flcked up In the slums of Port Said, ,,n'i
the dragoman dj Inn In that

mysterious fashion, 1 permit mjtelf to
Ho down and go to sleep' I do not
oven secure mj rifle' Quest, I
never forgive mj self '

"No good woirvlng, ' Quest "igheri
The question is how best to get out of
the mess What's the next move an-w- a

7"
The nrofessor clnn-o- ri toward the sim

and toe t small compass from his '

pocket He pointed aiios the desert
"That's exactlv our route," he said,

"but I reckon we st II must be two 1a i
from the Mongars and liovv we ire gc
lng to get there ourselves much morel
get the women theie. without cm N I
don't know There are nu wells jihI I
don t believe those fellows ! avo left us
a single tin of water

"Anj chance oi falling In with a eaia-van?- "
Quest Inquired

"Not one In a hundred " the piofo.ssor
replied, g'lmilv If we were onlv this-shor-

distance out of Port Said md oione of the n" ngnl n i trade route,, w e
should piohabl) inert hilt a doz-- be-
fore m ddjy IIie wo nre .! ipix

wild-- i The wiv v e ,uc gom Indf
to nov. tore ind finishes in an uttejij
unlnhat table Junrle

"Thiiii we'd better turn lound and tr
and blsr t one oi the undo ro it sn''
Quest su ested

The pre s.sor shook his head
".V si tld novel Know when nodstruck it There are no milestones or

telegraph lies i shall lnve to put
as brave .i t ice on It as poatdble andpush on."

Laura put hei head out of the tent
In which the lu w union had slept"Si, vneies In eafaHf ' she ex-
claimed 'I can t smell the coffee"

Thev turned and appioarhed he
The two git Is fullv d'essed

came out of the t tit as th v sp
proached.

"Young ladles," the pinfessnr an-
nounced, 'I regiet to .sav Int a mis-
fortune has befallen us a minrtune
wnicn we snail lie anie, witnout a
doubt, to furmount but' which u')
mean a elnv of hardship and much in
conven enci

"Where are the camels9" Lenora ask-
ed breathlesslj

"Gono1 ' Quest leplled
"And the Arabs '
"Gone with them we are left high

and drs " Quest explained "Those
fellows are as superstitious as thev
can be. and Hassan s death has given
them the scares The have gone bacjt
to Port Said "

"And what is w oi se the professor
added, with a groan, "thev have taken
with them all oui stores, oui ilfles
and our wntci '

"How far aio wo f i om the Mongar
camp9" Lonora askel

"About a riav s tinmp. V?uest ic-pll-

qulcklv "We mjv reac'i there
by nightfall "

"Then let's stntt walking at once
, before it gets anv hottet," Lenora
suggested.

Quest patted h- - r on the back Thev
made a close sem h of the tents but
found that the Arab- had taken eve;-v-thin- g

In the way of food and drink,

except a single half-fille- d tin of drink-ln- g

water They moistened their lips
with this carefully. Quest with the
camphor in his hand, .tey found It
good, however, though lukewarm.
Laura produced a packet of chocolate
from her pocket.

"It's some breakfast, this," she re-
marked, as she handed It round "Let's
get n move on."

"And if I may be permitted to make
tho suggestion," the professor advis-
ed, "not too much chocolate. It !s
sustaining, I know, but it encourages
thirst, and it Is thirst which wo have
most to from which we may suffer
most

"One: two, three march!" Laurasang out "Come on, even body."
They started bravely enough, but hy
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midday their little stock of wnter was
gone, and their feet were sorely blis-
tered. No one complained, however,
and the professor especially did his
Best to revive their spirits.

' Wo have come farther than I had
dared to hope, In tho time." he an-
nounced I know the ex-
act direction we must take. Keep up
jour spirits. oung ladies t any time
wo may sec signs of our destination."

"Alnkes one sad to think ot tne drink'
we could have had," Quest muttered.

ay, hat's that''The Vl'hole nnrtv ptonned chort Re- -
f0ro them was a distant vision of white
houses, of little stunted groves of trees,
the masts of ships In tho distance

' It's Port Said Qupst exclaimed
"S hat the mischief have we turnea
around " Sav, professor, has your com-
pass got the '"

'I don't care where It Is ' Lenora
fnultered with tenrs In her eyes "I
thought Port Paid was a horrible place,
but Just nov I believe It's heaven. '

The professor turned toward them
and shook his head

"Can't ou see9" he pointed out. "It's
a mirage a desert mirage. They are
quite common at dusk

Lenora tor a moment was hysterical,
and oven Laura gave a little sob Quest
set his teeth and glanced at tho pro-
fessor

"Alwnrs water near where there's
a mirage, Isn't there, professor. '

That s so.' the professor agreed
"We are coming to something, all
right '

"lhey struggled on once more Night
came and brought with it a t;

. half-torturi- coolness That
vnln straining of the eyes upon the
horizon at anv rate was spared to
them Thev slept in a fashion, but
soon after dawn they were on their
feet again fhpv were silent now, for
their tongues wete swollen and talk
had become palntul Their walk had
hecomo a shamble, but theie was one
expression in their haggard faces com-
mon to all of them the brave docgod
desire to Rtruggle on to the last

Qmst, who had gone a little out
of his ii) to mount a low range or
sand hills, wnved his arm furiously
He was holdlntr ills field glasses to his
eves It was wonderful how that ray
of hope transformed them They hur-
ried to where ha was He passed the
glasses to the protessor.

caravan' ' he exclaimed. "I can
the camels and horses'"

The professor almost snatched the
glasses

It Is quite true," he agreed ' It Is
a canvan crossing at right angles
to our llrectlon Come' Thev will
see us beicre long '

Lnnra hepan to sob and Laura to
lauch Both were struggling with a
lendenev toward The pro-teas- oi

and Quest marched grimly side
h, side With every step they took
the raiavan b"enme more distinct Pros-entl- v

th-- o or four horsemen detached
themselves ir'n the main hodv and
ea.no galloplnsc tovvaid them The ey;s
of the little party glistened as they saw
that th roremst had a water bottle
slung around his neck He came dash-
ing up, waving his erms

' Vou lost, people " he asked "Want' 'water
Th almost snatched the bottle from

him It was like pom lng life into their
veins Thev nil at the professor s in-
stigation, drank sparingly Quest, with
a stent stch of relief, lit n clpar

' Some ndventrre, this'" he declared
The professor who had heen talking

to the men in their own lnnunce. turn- -
ed back towards the two g rls

It Is a caravan, he explained "of
peaceful merchants on their way to
Jaffa riiev are halting for us. and we

rr
tln lr. lies take the horses and ride9

Thev started off paylv to wnere the
c it av an had eoine to a standstill Thev
had srnicelv traversed a hundred yards
however before tho Arab who was lead-lii-

lenora s horse came to a sudden
standstill He pointed with his arm and
commenced to talk In an excited fash-
ion to b's two companions From
arcross the dpsert fne ng them, came a
company horsemen galloping fast and
v Ith the sunlight flashing upon their
ilfles

' The Alnngars' ' the Arab cried,
polptintr wildiv "They the cara-
van'"

three Arabs talked together for a
moment in an excited fashion Then
without ex-U- 'o or wnrnintr swung
the v on'eti to the ground leaped
on horses and turning north-waid- s

enllnped Alreadv tho
oi "ok tbe ilfles and little puffs of

h tin ke slowed them where the
Monc-i- s 'iilvancl'T- - rautlousiv were
commencing their attack The professor
lori ed on anxious'"

"I em not ft iM P't-- e " he In an
to Quest "about our

l' bR a peculiar
boid upon them hut as a they hate

men. their blood ba
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See! the fight Is all over.
Those fellows were no match for the
Mongers. Most of them have fled and
left the caravan." .

The fight was Indeed over Four of
the Mongars galloped away in pur-
suit of the Arabs had been tho
temporary escort of Quest and his com-
panions. They passed about a hundred
yqrds away, waving their arms and
shouting furiously. One of them even

f aiLISllllVk J jffjjjjpjwyFw- - m i"fi'.... I

life '
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fired a shot, which missed Quest by
only a inches. I

"Thoy say they are coming back,"1
the professor muttered "Who's this'.'
It's the chief and "

"Our search Is over, at any rate, ' a
Quest lnterupted, "It's Craig'"

They came galloping up, Craig In
white linen clothes and an Arab's cloak,
the chief by his side a fine, upright
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long, beard, behind, tie Mongars were talking
Mongars, their rifles already

their shoulders. wheeled wish beautiful would
horse let us see again,' murmur-pace- s

of little
"White! Encllsh'" he shouted Whyi

you seek death here?"
He waited for no reply, but turned to

men. Three of them for- -
ward, their rifles, which were fitted w th
an odd sort bavonct, drawn back for
the plunge. snatch'ng his
glasses from his houlders, swujig them

the strap over his head, and brought
them down upon the head of his
lant The man reeled and his
from his hands Quest nicked It ud He
stood guard The other two Mongars'
swuntr round towards him. taislng thelrlare satisfied9' she "You have no

their shoulders. wants?"
Lenora to him It seemed as though
their last Becond come, Suddenl-
v had a little In the
rear, galloped, shouting, into the line
of

'Stop'1 he ordered "Chief, these
People are my friends Chief, tho word'"

he chief raised arm .promptly
Tho chief listened to and nodded
gravely. Presentlj he rode up to the
little partj. He saluted the professor
gravelv and talked to in his onw
language The professor turned to the

"1'he chief apologizes for not recog-
nizing me," he announced 'It seems
that Craig had him that he had

to the for shelter, and he
imagined at once, when he gave tho
order for the attack upon us, that we
were his enemies. He says that we aio
welcome to eo with him to his encamp-mer- it

Quest stood for a moment ii resolute
"Seems to me wete in a prettv fix

muttprcd "Weve cot to owe our
lives to that follow Craig anyvvav and

shall we bo able to get him away
from them, goodness only knows

Is for later the professor said,
gravely. "At present think we can-
not do better accept the hospitality
of the chief Even now the chief is
suspicious. I heard ask Craig
If these were hl3 frlendB, he did not
greet them

Lraig turned slowly toward them It
w'as a strange meeting His face was

and worn, there hollows in
his cheeks a dull light In hi? suketi
eyes He had the look of tho
animal. He iipoke to then in a low
tone

"It Is necessary," told "that
should protend to be my friends

you among captured from tho
eaiavan yonder

So we meet at last, Cialg, the pro-
fessor Said, sternlv

Cralu raised his eves and dropped
them again He said nothing He turn-
ed Instead once more toward Quest

Whatever there mav he between us
he said, "jour lives are mine at
moment, if I chose to take them For
the sake of the women, do as I ad-
vise chief Invites jrou to his en-
campment as his guests

1 hev all turned toward the chief, who
remained a little on the outside of the
licle The professor lalsed his hat

spoke a few words in his language,
then he turned to tho others

"l have accepted the invitation of the
chief he announced. had bet.
ter start

This mav not be Delmonlco ,'
Laura lemarked, a hours later with
a little sigh of contenment ''hut believe
me that goat-ste- and shcibet tastednettei than any chicken and champagne
I ev er tasted

'And I t quite know what tobacco
this is." Quest added, helping himcel' to
one of a pie of cigarettes which
had Deen nrought in to them, but It
tastes good."

fshall be able without a doubt, to ar-- 1 chief has ordered two of his men
ranne for water food and a camel to dismount Their are for the

two hoises man savs wilPJuun"- ladies There will be horres for
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They moved to the opening cf the

tent sat looking out across tha
silent dsert. Laura took the flap of tho
canvas In her hand.

"What do all these marks meanT
she asked.

Tfiev r r.hnllntlr slrns." the pro
fessor replied, "part of the language of
the tribe. They indicate that this lathe
guest tent, and there are a few little
maxims traced upon It. extolling tho
virtues of hospitality, out In the desert
there we met the Mongars as foes, and
wo had, I can assure you, a very nar- -
tow' escape of our lives. Here, unaer
tho shelter of their encampment. It Is

vcrj different matter. We have eaten
their salt"

"Its n strange position," Quest
ked, moodily

Lenora leaned forward to where a llt- -
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"She. the professor explained. "Is the
chief s Feerda. whose
Craig saved

And from the waj she looks at him,"
l.aura observed, 'I should saj she
hadn t forgotten it, either
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in haltlne English
"My father wishes know that ou

"None, the professor assured ner
We are vety grateful for his hospital- -

It . Feorda.
'Won't jou talk to us for a little

time?" Lenora begged, leaning forward.
The girl made no responsive move-

ment She seemed, If any thing, to
shrink a little away Her head was
thrown back, her dark eyes were filled
witn aisiiKe sue lurncu iuuuhid i mr,
professor spoke to him in her own i

She pointed to signs upon
the tent, drew finger along one of
the sentences, flashed a fierce glance at
them nil and disappeared.

"Seems to me we are exactly pop-
ular with the joung lady," Quest re-

marked "What was she saying, profes-
sor ,"

"She suspects us," the professor said
slowly, "of wishing to bring evil to
Pr-ii- p sho oolnted to a sentence upon

tent Roughly It means 'Gratitude
Is the debt of hospitality" I am very
much a'rald that the young ladj must
have been listening to our conversation

Lenora shivered
'To nnj girl, she murmured

"caring for a fiend like Craig"
Before they knew It she was there

again, her eyes on fire, her tone
"You call him evil, he who your

lives, who saved vou from swords of
soldiers'" she cried. wish that
had all died before you came here.

I hope that you vet may die'"
passed away Into night The

professor looked anxiously after her.
' It Is a humiliating reflection." he

said "but vve are most certainly In
Craig's power I'ntll we have been
able to evolve some scheme for libera-
ting ourselves and taking him with
Is possible. I think that we had better
avoid any refetence to him as much as
possible That voting woman Is qulto
capable of stirring up whole tribe
acalnst ur The onus of hospi-
tality would pass if they suspected vve

evil to Craig and thev have
an uglv way of dealing with their ene-
mies Ah' Listen'"

The professor suddenly leaned for-
ward There was a nueer change In hlv
face From somewhere on the other
side that soft bank of violet dark-
ness came what seemed to the clear,
low civ of some animal.

'It is Mongar of warning,
said hoarsely "Something Is going to
hanDen."

The whole encampment suddenly
in a state of activity The Mongars

hither and thither getting together
their horses The chief, with Craig
his side, was standing on the outskirts
of the camp The came again, this
Mme much loudei nd nearer soon thev
caught the muffled tramping of a
horse's hoofs ealloplng across the soft
sinds. then slenm nf white gar-men- ts

as he came s idenh Into sight
in the cdRo of the little circle of light
thrown bv the f're They saw a man
lean from his horse, run to the chief
bend double In some form salu'e
then rommeqee to talk rapldh The
.hlef listened with no sign or emotion

I but In a moment or two ha wo g Wing

I5E, i0M,'f,?. crael appeared from
Ero,JnVlble Place. Men, already on
n?i.leJ,RCk' ,.Wl!r Knlloplng hither andI'''.. footing firearms and spare
ammunition Packhorses were being
loaded, tents rolled up

fc,srns to me there's a move on,"
?.ut8t . "Ottered, as. they rose to theirfeet. I wonder If we are in it."

A moment or two inter Cratg ap-
proached them. He came with hisshoulder stooped and his eyesupon the ground. Ho scarcely raisedthem as he spoke.

"Word has been brought to the chief,"
he announced, "that Arab who es-
caped fiom carnvan has fallen In
with an mi post of British soldiers Theynave alreadv started in pursuit of us
Tho Mongars will take refuge Injungle, where they have prepared hiding
"'aces start at once "

What about us?" the professor In-
quired.

"I endeavored," Craig continued, "topersuade the chief to allow you to re-
main here when care of you would

upon tnP English soldiers. He
and Feorda, however, have absolutely
refused my request. Feerda over-
heard some of your conversation, and
the chief believes that you will betray
us You will have to come, too."

"8ay, you mean,'" Laura exclaimed,
' that we've got to tramp Into what you
call the lungle, and hide there because
these thieves are being chased'"Craig glanced uneasily around.

"Young ladv." said, "you will do
well to speak little here They have
long ears and quick understandings.
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Tx r"o lhe' V out of the lungle and In the
oppn ,1Psm Queet locel beWnd him'. ' want J all to"', ,"K "'? , H ?! u ,i,o uneasily,

re,P," To hy tl,p ro thos" fellowsThere isn't a soul hi the in",n making." he remarked.- - ' I should?iV' ..?" CH,"., ,2?1 . "?!"" n.?.p ' 'P ,?think that they've found reerdu m.

You may call them a race
Thev only remembei that
descendants of an Imperial j

race, and what they take b.v the licht
of rann.i..! thev hellnvo All.nh sends!"?
them You must do the bidding of the j

chief"
He turned away towards where the I

chief and Feerda ahrady on horse- -
hack, were waiting for him Quest
leaned towards the professor

Say,' he suggested 'wh not tackle
the rhlef vourseif Here he tomes now i

Ctah; may be speaking the truth, but.
un the other hand. It s all to ins in I

tcrests to keep us away from the sol
dlers "

The professor rose at once his feet,
and stepped to where the chief wasi
giving orders '

'Chief,' he said, "my friends desire,
to speak with .vou We are woin'

nut with our adventures The young
ladies vi ho are with us nre unused to
and ill prepared for this hard life We
be that you will allow us to remain
here and, wait the arrival the English
soldiers

The chief turned his head There was
little friendliness In his tone

"Wise man ' he replied, I have
ou my bidding b.v him who is out

honored guest I tell you frankly that
I am not satisfied with the explanations
I have received of vour presence here

Feerda leaned forward, her bea itiful
eye flashing in the dim light

"Ah' hut I know she cr ed. they
'would hrlnc harm the master I

read It in their hearts as I have
lips

snvs Is lips
the

the
of

ger The herseir had glided ; returned wnere tne
out of the faced the were eagerly awaltinc him

professor. of the party she, is he announced "The
to ignore She spoke slowly andBri ho clearly enamored ('rnlg.

to

and
language. the

hor

not

tho

think of

shaking
saved

the
mv "I
you

She the

us.

the
whole

meant

of

cry he

was

tan bv
crv

the

of

fixed

the
the

the
We

the

has

he

ral
lho

,udRPcan

to
out

me

of

sent

to
can

misneots m So the C t'er- -
secretlv, Craig himself Is unwilling

to eae us here i ne cnier never
changes his mind and he has spoken

ko either as his captives his
guests. I have heard It said " the pro-
fessor added, grimly, "that the Mongars
never keep captives longer than twenty-fou- r

hours "
all roso at once to tho'r feet

and a moments later horses
The little procession was nl- -

ready being formed In c raiR hji- -

proached mem once more
"y0u will mount now and ride In. the

middle of our caravan." directed
The chief does not trust vou If vou
value vour lives, you do as vou
are bidden

"I don't the Idea of the lun-
gle " Lenora sighed

"ilives me creeps,' Laura ad-

mitted, as she climbed upon her
hnru "Anv wild animals there, pro
fenpor9"

The professor became more cheer-
ful

"The animal life of the region we
are about to t averse.' he observed,
as thev moved off "Is In some resperts
familiar to me Twelve xears ago I
devoted some time to research a lit-

tle to the westward of our piesent
route I will. If vou choose, we
ride, trlvo vou a hi lef account of
some of my discoveries"

The two girls exchanged glances
Quest, who had Intercepted them.
turned horse and rode in between
the professor and Lenora

"Go rlrht ahead, profesror." he in-

vited "Fortunatelv the girls have
cot saddlelike boxes I
both mean to ?o to sleep"

"An Intelligent listener either
sex ' the professor said, amiahlv.

'"will be a stimulus lo mv metrorv

XXIV.

( OU can call this fairyland If
you want." Lauin lemark-
ed, gazing nround het 1

call It a nastj, oozy
spot."

"It seemed very beautiful when we
first came," Lenora sighed, "but that
was after the heat and glare of the
desert. Theie does seem something a
little unhealthy about It."

'Tin Just about fed up with Mon-

gars." Quest declared. "We do noth-
ing but lie and thev won t
even let us lre a off '

"Peisonallv." the professor con-

fessed, holding up a glass bottle in

ftont of him. from which a yellow
beetle was making frantic efforts to
escane. '1 Ind this little patch or
"ountrv iinusunllv Interesting II,...
specimen which I have heie I spaio
vou the scientific name foi him

to a class beetle which ha.s
for el ided ire

Laura regarded the specimen with
disfavorj for l im cancel ned. she ob
aervad, shouldn't have cared it

iNigvvi- -
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he'd eluded you a little longer. Dor.'t
you dare let him out. professor."

"My dear young- lady," the profes-
sor aHsured her, "the Insect is per-
fectly secure. Thiousrh the cork, nu
you see, I have baled a couple of
noles, hoping to keep it alive until
've teach Port Said, where I can pio-pai- c

him as a aperimen. '

"Port Said'" Lwiora murmured, "it
soundH like heaven."

Quest motioned them to sit a little
neater.

'Well," hn said, "I lancy we are all
feellnjr about same, txcept the
profensor, and ivrn lie wants to get
some powder foi his beetle. I had a
moment h talk with Cialir this morn-
ing, and from w hut he sas I fam:y
thej mean to make a move a little
faither in nefoio long. It'll be all
the more dlifli tilt to escape them.

"You we could get away?
l.enoia whlspcted eagetly.

Quest cautiously around
They were surrounded by thick vegeta-
tion, but the were only a very short
distance from the camp

"Seems to me," he continued, "we
shall have to try It some day or other,
and I'm all for trying It soon Even if
they caught us, 1 don't be'leve they'd
dare to kill us. with the English sol-
diers so close behind. 1 am going to
get hold of two or three ilfles and some
ammunition That's easy, because they
leave them about all the time. And what
vou girls want to do is to hide some
food and get a bottle of water."

'What about Craig"'" tho professor
asked

'We nre going to take him akng,"
Quest doelntul grlmlv "He's had tho
devil own luck so far. but It can't Inst
foiever l II pee to that part of the
business If vou others get ready and
wait for me to give the signal.
w nt s that"

Thev a)1 linked around There had
been a httle lustling among the canopy
of buehes Quei-- t peered through and
returned,

'Feerda again, ' he mutteted "She
hangs around all tho time trjlng to
listen to whnt we are saving She
ouldnt have heaid this time, though

Now. girls, remember When the food
1 about this evening, see how much
you con get hold of I know Just where
to find the Runs and the horses. Lot's
separate now The professor and I will
go on a btetle hunt "

Thev dlsnei-e- d In various directions.
It was not until late In the evening,
v hen the Mnngais withdrawn a lit-
tle to Ind ile in their customary orgj
of rr inning ."')ng that they were nb-- s

luteh nloni Qu"st looked out of the
ifnt In whieli 'hev had been sitting and
came bnck again

Well9
I aura lifted lur sk rt and showed an

tin pioWtlon underneath
I ono'n nnd J hnve pinned un our

pott coats," he announced "We've sot
r Ion t of fond and a bottle of water"

Q t thtew oen the white Arab
i loak whl"i he hnd h"on wearing He

I'MO ' II l"lll JilU 111 iii uuiiiiivru hit nhout Craig the professor
inquired

I am hoeing to him " Quest replied.
I enor.a hesitated

Isn t It lather a t isk '" she whlsper- -
ed fearfu'lv

Quest's faeo was suddenly stern
' 'i ilir is going back with us," he

pni "I'll be catcftil Lenora. Don't
w m

He stioiled out of the tent and came
Nu ' aga'n

he ( oast s clear," he announced
if you go One moment," he

nie some papers In thistt,M"box of mine which ono of uu
might take care of

He bent hastily ovei the little wallet,
wli'eh never left him Suddenlv a little
exclamation broke from his lip The
professor peeied over his shoulder

nat is it"'Quest never said a word Trom one oft',e spares of the wallet lie drew out a
"mall black box. removed the lid and
held out the card. Thev road It to-- g'

thcr
rools an of vou' The ouoninK ofaces defeats vour nunv effoi t.s at overv

revolver from hiR pocket
' J his time, he exclaimed, "we are

going to make an end of The Hands!
Out you go now girls You can leave
ine to finish things "

One bj one they .toie along the path.
Quest came out nnd watched them dis-
appear. Then he gilpped his revolver
flimlv In his hand and turned towardtiaigs tent There was something in
the breathless stillness of the place, at
that moment, which seemed almost a
piesage of coming disaster. Without
knowing exactlj whv. Quests lingers
tightened on the butt of his weapon
1 hen, fiom the thick growth by the
side of tho clearing, he saw a dark
shape steal out and vanish in the di-
rec tion of rag s tent He came to a
standstill, puzzled There had been
i of lions nil dav, but the pro-
fessor had been Incredulous The nature
of the countrv , he thought scarcely fa-
vored the probabllltj of their presence.
Then the still heav v air wns suddenly
lent bj a wild s team of horror Across
the nam w openinc the creature had
reappeared carrvlng something In its
mouth somethiiic w hrh gave vent all
the time to the most awful veils Quest
fled his revolvei on chance and broke
into a run Aheadv the Mongnrs, dis-- t

lined In theli evening amusement were
meaking Into the unde-gro- th In chase
Quest came to a stand-li- ll It was from
( ralg j. tent that the beast had Issued!

He turned slowh around If Craig had
indeed paid foi his ci lines bv so hor-
rible a death the-- e was all the more
reason why thev should make their es-
cape in the general confusion, and make
It qulcklv He letraced his steps Tho
sound of shouting v ices giew less nnd
less distinct When he I cached the
meeting place he found the professor
standing at the coinei with the rest
His face showed signs of the most llvelv
euilOFitv

From the commotion, he announced.
I believe that aftei all, a lion has

vlblted the i The ciies which vve
have heaid were dlstinctl.v the cries ot
n native

Quest shook hs head
"A lions been heie alright." he said,

he ha.s finished our little Job for
us That was Craig 1 saw him come
out of Cialg's tent "

The prbfessor was dubious
My friend ' he said 'vou are mis-

taken. There is nothing moie chara-
cterise distinct than the Mongar
cry of fear. 'I hej seldom use it ex-
cept in the face of do ith That was
the of a native Mongar As for
Craig, well vou see that tree that looks
like a dwarfed aloo9

Quest nodded
"What about It9"
"Ctu'g whs lying there ten minutes

ago He sprang up when he heard the
veils from the encampment, but I be-

lieve he Is there now "
"Got the horses all light9" Quest

' Fverything is waiting," the professor
ii plied ,

I'll have one more trv. then.' Quest
ip( la red . .- - . . , . ,

lie made Ills wav siowiv tnrougn
undergrowth to the s"ot which tie pro- -

fessor hnd Indented clo.se to the trunk
of the tree ("rnlg "was 1 cerdu,
was on Knees neioie nun uo
speaking In broken English

Dear mastei vrai fha'. listen your
slave These pe p'p are vo enemies
It would be all over in a few minutes

heard It from their 'turn -- ine Hands
"What my daughter truth Even the prif ssor's blanched a

chief declared 'Back, wise man. little as he read Quest, however, little
tell vour friends that ou ride seemed suddenlv furious He tore the

with us tonight either as guests or, caul and box to pieces flung them they
You may take vour choice' mtn a corner the tet.t and drew a
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You have but to say the word My
father Is eager for It No one wouldever know."

Craig patted her head His tone was
filled with the deepest despoondency.

"It Is impossible, Feerda, he said"You do not understand I cannot tellyou everything Sometimes i almost
think that the best thing I could do
would bo to return with them to the
countries you know nothing of

"That's what you are going to do,anyway," Quest declared, suddenly mak-
ing his reappearance "Hands up!"

He covered Craig with his revolver,
but his arm was scarcelv extended be-
fore Feerda sprang at him like a little
wildcat He gripped her with his leftarm and held her away with difficulty.

'Craig." ho continued, ' you're com-
ing with us, You know the way to
Port Said and we want you you knowwhy Untie that sash from your waistQuickly!"

Craig obeied. He had the stupefied
aid of a man who had lost for the timehis volition

"Tie It to the tree," Quest ordered."Leave room enough "
Craig did oa he was told Then he

turned and held the loose ends up.
Quest lowered his revolver for a mo-
ment as he pushed Feerda towards It.
Craig, with a wonderful spring, reached
his side and kicked the revolver away.
Before Quest .pould even stoop to re-
cover It he saw the glitter of the other's
knife pressed against his chest.

"Listen," Craig declared ' I've madeup my mind I won't co back to Amer-Ic- e.

I've had enough of being hunted
all over the world This time I think
I'll rid mjself of one of you, at any
rate."

"Will vou?"
The Interruption was so unexpected

that CraiK lost his nerve Through an
opening In the trees, only a few feetaway, Lenora had suddenly appeared
She. too, held a 'revolver, her hand was
as steadv as a rock

"Drop vour knife," she ordered Craig
He obeyed without hesitation.
"Now, tie the pash around the girl."
He obeved mechanically Feerda, who

had been fiercely resisting Quest's ef-
forts to hold her vleided without a
strugele as soon as Craig touched her.
She looked at him, however, with bitter
rentoach.

"lou would tie me here?" she mur-
mured. "You would leave me'"

"It Is fate, ' cralc muttered. "I am
worn out with trying to escape, Feerda
Thev will enme soon and release vou "

She opened her lips to shriek, but
Quest, who had made a eag of her
linen henddress. thrust It suddenly Into
her mouth He took Craig bv the collar
and led him to the spot where the oth-
ers wete waiting They hoisted him on
to a horse Already behind them they
could see the flare of the torches from
tho returning Mongars.

' iou know the way to Port Said."
Quest whispered "See that you lead us
there There will be trouble, mind, if
vou non i

leadv
In that case," the professor said

cravelv 'let me recommend jou topush on as fast as possible We have
had one escape from those fellows, hutivithlng In the world can save us now
that vou have laid hands upon FeerdaThe chief would never forgive that."We've gtit a start, anyway," Quest
obseived "and these are the five besthorses In the camp Girls, a little fasterWe've got to trust Crale for .the direc-tion, but I believe he is right"

fao fat as my instinct tells me," the
iiruieHsor agreea. "i DClieve that we are

" in Precisely the right direc'tlon
They galloped steadily on The moonrose higher and higher until It becameas light as day Often the professor

lalsed himself In his saddle and peered
forward.

"This column of soldiers would marchat night." he remarked. "I am hoping
all the time that we may meet them "

Quest fell a little behind to his sidealthough he never left off watching
Craicr

Look behind you. professor," hewhispered
In the far distance were a number of

black specks, growing everv mo-
ment larger Even at that moment

heard the low, long call of theMongars.
"They are gaining on us," Quest mut-

tered.
The two girls, white though they

weie. bent over their horses
"We'll stick to it till the last mo-

ment," Quest continued, "then we'll
turn nnd let them have it '

They raced on for nnother mile or
more. A bullet whistled over their
heads Quest tightened his reins

"N'o good.' he sighed. "We d betterstay and fight it out, professor Stick
close to me. Lenora "

They drew up and hastily discounted
Tho Mongars closed in around them
A cloud had drifted In front of the
moon, and in the darkness It was al
most impossible to see their where-
abouts They heard the chief's voice

"Shoot first that dog of a Craig"
There was a shriek Suddenlv

Feerda, breaking loose from the others
i need across the little division She
nunc herself from her horse

'Tell my father that you were not
faithless," she pleaded "They shall
not kill vou'"

She clung to Craic's neck The bul
lets were beginning to whistle aiound
them now All of a sudden she threw
up her atms Craig, in a fur', turned
around and flrod Into the darkness
Then suddenly as though on the bid-
ding of some unspoken word there was
a queer silence Everv one was

conscious of an alien sound the
soft thud of main horses feet gallop-
ing from the right then a sharp. Eng-
lish voice of command

"Hold your Hie men Close Into the
loft there Steadv '

The cloud suddenlv rolled away from
the moon A long line of horsemen
were lmmedlatolv visible The officer
In front rode forward

"Drop jour arms and surrender" he
ordered, sternly

The Mongais. who were outnum-beie- d

bv twentj to one obeved with-
out hesitation Theli chief seemed un
conscious even, of what had happened
He was on his knees bendins over tho
body of Feerda. half supported in
Cralg"s arms The officer turned to
Quest

"Are vou the partj who left Port
Said for the Mongar camp"" he asked

Quest nodded
"Thev took us Into the Jungle Just

escaped Thov'el caught us here
though, and I'm afiald we were about
finished If vou hadn t come along via
are not English we're meilcan

"Same thing." the of flier replied eO

he held out his hand 'Stack up the
arms. men. ' he ordeied. turn'nJI
nround "Tie them In twos Dei nls.
take the joung ladles back to tha
commissariat camels "

The professor drew a little sigh
"Commissariat'" he murmured That

sounds most inviting"
(lo be continued next Sundav )
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